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Executive Summary

This document provides a summary overview of the policy
recommendations that emerged from the five SU20 South Africa Task
Forces. It is intended to capture the key recommendations that reflect
South Africa’s contribution to the G20 Startup20 mandate of advancing
entrepreneurial growth, inclusion, and resilience.

The summary outlines collective policy priorities aimed at strengthening
coordination across the national and continental startup ecosystem,
fostering access to finance and markets, and promoting inclusive
participation across diverse sectors, particularly within marginalised
economies.

Policy Recommendations Across Five Thematic Pillars

Trade and Market Access

Township and Rural Entrepreneurship
Foundation and Alliances

Inclusion and Sustainability

Finance and Investment

NN

Startup20is a G20 Engagement Group supported by the Department of Small Business
Development and the Department of Science, Technology and Innovation.
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1. Trade And Market Access Taskforce: Policy Monitoring and
Evaluation Synthesis Overview

The Trade and Market Access Taskforce's five recommendations form an
integrated roadmap aimed at building an inclusive, sustainable, and
innovation-driven global trade architecture. The framework aligns digital
trade ecosystems, harmonized regulatory systems, and equitable
participation across G20 and partner economies through measurable,
time-bound targets.

Strategic Vision

The overarching goal is to accelerate cross-border market integration,
digital innovation in trade, and equitable access for developing
economies by 2030. Collectively, the five recommendations establish a
coherent structure that operationalizes three strategic pillars:

1. Innovation-driven trade integration

2. Harmonized regulatory governance and sustainability

3. Accountability, transparency, and performance monitoring

under a global trade ecosystem (GEX).

Summary of Recommendations and KPIs

2030 Target
Highlights

1,000 institutional
partnerships; 3,000
collaboration

Recommendation Core Objective Lead Institution

Establish the Global
Exchange (GEX) system

Recommendation 1 Hitkdiug !nnovat|on, Gzp FounEELon & projects; USD 10
enterprise, and trade Alliance Task Force L
billion in green,
networks across G20 I .
. inclusive trade
countries. k
investments.
50% reduction in
Expand equitable cross- trade procedural
border market access barriers; 80% SME

and SME integration G20 Trade & Market digital participation

Recommendation 2 through digital platforms /Access Task Force rate; 150

and trade facilitation harmonised
innovation. facilitation
frameworks.
Startup20is a G20 Engagement Group supported by the Department of Small Business 3
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50 harmonised
Achieve policy coherence policy frameworks;
and regulatory . 95% harmonisation
Recommendation 3 harmonisation to foster C20 Peliey Sujpoert of SME and digital

fair and sustainable trade i trade policies; 200
ecosystems. policy dialogues
institutionalised.
100% G20 trade
Embed inclusivity and programs
sustainability within . integrating ESG
trade systems to G20 Sustam'able standards; USD 50

Recommendation 4 Trade Working

promote green, gender- billion in sustainable

responsive, and resilient Group trade investments;
supply networks. 50 resilient logistics

frameworks.

100% monitoring
Strengthen institutional alignment under
governance, ITMAMS; 95% of

Recommendation 5 trgnsparen;y, Enel eefte G20 Secretariat recommendations

alignment in G20 trade implemented;
implementation centralised digital
systems. dashboard

operational.

Key Deliverables (2025-2030)

Global Market Integration Platformm GMIP (Recommendation 1: Global
Ecosystem Exchange, GEX):

By 2026, one digital market gateway operational in 15 member states; 5 000
startups connected; USD 20 billion in cross-border flow achieved by 2030..

Cross-Pillar Outcomes and Measurement

By 2030, the implementation of the G20 Trade and Market Access
Framework aims to achieve:
e Institutional Integration: 5 interlinked taskforces operating
under an interoperable monitoring architecture.
e Inclusive Trade Access: At least 70% participation of women,
youth, and underserved entrepreneurs in G20 trade platforms.
e Regulatory Synchronization: All G20 economies operating under
unified digital and ESG policy frameworks.
e Transparency and Accountability: Biannual reporting and peer
review through the Integrated G20 Trade Monitoring System.

Startup20is a G20 Engagement Group supported by the Department of Small Business
Development and the Department of Science, Technology and Innovation.
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e Sustainability and Resilience: 50% carbon reduction in trade
logistics and a 90% ESG compliance rate in supply chains.

Strategic Alignment with G20 Priorities

The recommendations advance key G20 objectives:

e Digital Economy Governance: promoting interoperability
across innovation ecosystems.

e Sustainable Growth: embedding environmental and social
governance within trade.

¢ Inclusive Prosperity: widening participation of developing and
underserved markets.

e Policy and Regulatory Maturity: strengthening institutional
frameworks for open, transparent trade.

e Data-Driven Accountability: institutionalizing performance
monitoring and peer learning.

Implementation Architecture

e Lead Coordination: G20 Secretariat and Policy Support Unit

e Technical Support: WTO, OECD, World Bank, UNCTAD, and
ITC

e Partner Mechanisms: B20, UNDP, and regional development
banks

e Review Structures: Annual “State of G20 Trade and Market
Access” reports with verified performance indicators

This executive synthesis positions the Trade and Market Access framework
as the anchor of G20’s economic transformation agenda, working to
weave together innovation, sustainability, inclusion, and accountability to
deliver measurable global trade outcomes by 2030.

Startup20is a G20 Engagement Group supported by the Department of Small Business

Development and the Department of Science, Technology and Innovation.
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2. Township And Rural Entrepreneurship Taskforce: Policy
Monitoring and Evaluation Synthesis Overview

Strategic Vision

The overarching goal is to unlock the economic potential of
marginalized urban and rural entrepreneurs, close the financing gap
for informal and micro-enterprises, and build inclusive entrepreneurial
ecosystems that drive job creation, formalization, and economic justice
across G20 nations by 2030.

Collectively, the six recommendations establish a coherent structure that
operationalizes three strategic pillars:
1. Inclusive Finance and Capital Access
2. Policy Reform, Regulatory Modernization, and Land Security
3. Capacity Development, Digital Infrastructure, and Innovation
Ecosystems.

Summary of Recommendations and KPIs

Recommendation Core Objective Lead Institution 2030 Target Highlights

Recommendation 1 Establish Urban & National DFls, 10 provincial/district funds
Rural Local established; USD 50 million
Entrepreneurial Government catalytic capital mobilized;
Finance Platforms 5,000 jobs created; 60% of
with decentralized funded enterprises
administration, formalized; 40%
transparent youth/women/marginalized
selection, and ownership

catalytic capital
mobilization

Recommendation 2 Expand Credit Financial 15 bank-fintech partnerships;
Innovation Using Regulators, 35% of loans via alternative
Alternative and Central Banks credit mechanisms; 30+
Inclusive Data marginalized entrepreneurs
through MNO- accessing alternative credit

fintech partnerships,
behavioural credit
scoring, and
consumer
protection
safeguards

Startup20is a G20 Engagement Group supported by the Department of Small Business
Development and the Department of Science, Technology and Innovation.
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Recommendation 3

Recommendation 4

Recommendation 5

Recommendation 6

Formalise and
Integrate
Community
Investment
Mechanisms via
regulatory
recognition of
stokvels/SACCOs,
wholesale capital
access, and pilot
Community
Investment Funds
Accelerate Policy
and Regulatory
Inclusion through
simplified tiered
frameworks for
informal economy
formalisation,
secure land tenure,
and grassroots
representation in
innovation councils
Scale Localised Ministries of
Entrepreneurial Education, TVET
Education through Councils

LECF

institutionalisation,

digitally-enabled

green-skilled

workforce

development, and

trained facilitator

cadres

Expand Digital and Ministries of
Innovation
Infrastructure in
60% of marginalised
regions with
universal
connectivity,
innovation hubs,
and entrepreneurial
ecosystem
development

Community
Development
Agencies

Ministries of
Trade/Industry,
Land Affairs

ICASA

Communications,

l\ 1
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National Treasury, 25 Community Investment

Vehicles established; USD
100 million community
capital pooled; 60%
communities with
formalised governance;
50,000 participants in
investment decision-
making; 70% sustainable
returns

60% informal enterprises
formalised; 45%
marginalised startups
accessing resources; 55%
women/youth in targeted
programmes; 80%
transparent beneficiary
selection; 5 business services
per 10,000 rural population

70% rural/township
entrepreneurs trained in
LECF modules; 50%
women/youth MSMEs
accessing skills training; 65%
blended/offline digital
delivery; 20,000 facilitators
trained; 60% content in
indigenous languages

60% marginalised regions
with digital infrastructure;
45 operational innovation
hubs; 800 broadband access
points; 75% enterprises
accessing public digital
platforms; 80% SME digital
participation rate

Development and the Department of Science, Technology and Innovation.

Startup20is a G20 Engagement Group supported by the Department of Small Business
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Key Deliverables (2025-2030)

1. Urban & Rural Entrepreneurial Finance Platforms (Recommendation
1):

e Establish 10 provincial/district-level blended finance funds with
decentralized administration and transparent beneficiary
selection

e Mobilize USD 50 million in catalytic capital combining public,
philanthropic, and private co-investment

e Fund 40% youth/women/marginalized-owned startups
creating 5,000 direct jobs with 60% formalization rate

e Provide technical assistance to 80% of funded beneficiaries
through integrated business development support

2. Alternative and Inclusive Credit Systems (Recommendation 2):

e Establish 15 partnerships between commercial banks, fintechs,
and mobile network operators for alternative credit scoring

e Deploy behavioral and transaction-based credit models using
mobile money, e-wallet, and informal trade data

e Increase alternative credit penetration from 12% to 35% of total
loans to marginalized urban/rural MSMEs

e Implement comprehensive consumer protection frameworks
with data privacy safeguards and grievance mechanisms

3. Community Investment Mechanisms (Recommendation 3):

e Formalize 25 Community Investment Vehicles (stokvels,
SACCOs, CIFs) with regulatory recognition and capacity
building

e Pool USD 100 million in community-controlled capital with
wholesale funding access and digital management tools

e Establish formalized governance structures in 60% of
participating communities with 50,000 direct participants

e Achieve 70% sustainable returns on community investment
projects through robust oversight and technical support

4. Policy and Regulatory Reform (Recommendation 4):
e Formalize 60% of supported informal enterprises through
simplified, tiered regulatory frameworks

Startup20is a G20 Engagement Group supported by the Department of Small Business
Development and the Department of Science, Technology and Innovation.




#su20 @

SOUTH AFRICA 2025

SOUTH AFRICA 2025

e Secure land tenure for township and home-based
entrepreneurs covering critical commercial sites

e Embed grassroots representation in national innovation
councils with mandatory participation quotas

e Achieve 80% transparent beneficiary selection in rural
development programs and 55% women/youth participation

5. Localized Entrepreneurial Education (Recommendation 5):

e Train 70% of rural and township entrepreneurs through LECF-
aligned, culturally-adapted modules

e Deploy blended/offline digital delivery to 65% of training
institutions with zero-rated data access

e Train 20,000 community-based facilitators delivering peer
education in local languages

e Localize 60% of content to indigenous languages and low-
literacy formats ensuring accessibility

6. Digital and Innovation Infrastructure (Recommendation 6):

e Achieve 60% digital infrastructure coverage across
marginalized regions with reliable broadband connectivity

e Establish 45 operational urban and rural innovation hubs
providing workspace, mentorship, and market linkages

e Deploy 800 broadband access points with subsidized or zero-
rated connectivity for MSMEs

e Enable 75% of enterprises to access public digital platforms for
registration, compliance, and market access

Cross-Pillar Outcomes and Measurement

By 2030, the implementation of the Township and Rural Entrepreneurship
Framework aims to achieve:

e Finance Mobilization: USD 50 million catalytic capital
deployed; USD 100 million community capital pooled; 5,000
jobs created; 60% formalization rate

e Credit Innovation: 35% of MSME loans via alternative
mechanisms; 15 operational bank-fintech-MNO partnerships;
comprehensive consumer protection frameworks

e Community Finance: 25 formalized investment vehicles;
50,000 community participants; 60% governance coverage,
70% sustainable returns

Startup20is a G20 Engagement Group supported by the Department of Small Business °
Development and the Department of Science, Technology and Innovation.
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¢ Regulatory Reform: 60% informal enterprise formalization;
45% marginalized startup access; 80% transparent selection
processes; secured land tenure for township entrepreneurs

o Skills Development: 70% entrepreneur training coverage;
20,000 facilitators deployed; 60% indigenous language
localization; 50% women/youth MSME skills access

e Digital Infrastructure: 60% marginalized region coverage; 45
innovation hubs; 800 broadband points; 75% digital platform
access; 80% SME digital participation

¢ Inclusion and Equity: 40% youth/women/marginalized
enterprise ownership; 55% women/youth program
participation; 50,000 community investment participants

e Accountability and Transparency: Quarterly progress
reporting with gender/age/regional disaggregation;
independent M&E audits; public digital dashboards tracking
fund flows and outcomes

STRATEGIC ALIGNMENT WITH G20 PRIORITIES

The recommendations advance key G20 objectives:

e Inclusive Growth and Job Creation: Addressing the persistent
exclusion of marginalized urban and rural entrepreneurs from
finance, infrastructure, and policy frameworks while creating
5,000+ direct jobs and formalizing 60% of supported
enterprises

e Financial Inclusion and Innovation: Expanding alternative
credit mechanisms, formalizing community finance systems,
and deploying blended finance structures that crowd in
private capital for underserved markets

e Digital Economy Enablement: Closing the digital divide
through infrastructure expansion, zero-rated connectivity,
digitally-enabled training, and public digital platform access
for 75% of enterprises

e Entrepreneurial Ecosystem Development: Establishing 45
innovation hubs, training 20,000 facilitators, and
institutionalizing locally-delivered entrepreneurship curricula
across G20 member states

e Regulatory Modernization: Simplifying frameworks through
tiered approaches, securing land tenure rights, and

10
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embedding grassroots representation in national innovation
councils

e Sustainable and Green Skills: Building digitally-enabled,
green-skilled rural workforces and integrating sustainable
practices across 45% of supported MSMEs

Implementation Architecture

e Lead Coordination: Department of Small Business
Development (DSBD), National DFls, SU20 Township and Rural
Taskforce Secretariat

e Financial Partners: Development Finance Institutions (SEFA,
IDC), National Treasury, Commercial Banks, Impact Investors,
Community Finance Institutions

e Technical Support: SEDA (Small Enterprise Development
Agency), TVET Colleges, Business Incubators, Mobile Network
Operators, Fintech Platforms

e Regulatory Bodies: National Credit Regulator, Financial Sector
Conduct Authority, Land Affairs Departments, Local
Government Associations

e Infrastructure Partners: Department of Communications and
Digital Technologies (DCDT), ICASA, Telecom Operators,
Innovation Hub Networks

e Community Mechanisms: Stokvels, SACCOs, Community
Development Boards, Traditional Authorities, Civil Society
Organizations

e Review Structures: Quarterly digital dashboard updates with
real-time fund flow and impact tracking; annual "State of
Township and Rural Entrepreneurship" reports with verified
KPI performance; independent third-party M&E audits with
gender parity assessments every two years; participatory
community feedback mechanisms

The Township and Rural Entrepreneurship framework is positioned as the
foundation for inclusive economic transformation, integrating finance,
credit innovation, community investment, regulatory reform, skills
development, and infrastructure expansion to unlock the entrepreneurial
potential of marginalized urban and rural communities across G20
economies by 2030.

11
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3. Foundation And Alliance Taskforce: Policy Monitoring and
Evaluation Synthesis Overview

Strategic Intent

The Foundation and Alliance Taskforce provides the institutional backbone
of the Startup20 ecosystem by developing global cooperation frameworks
that integrate innovation networks, financing ecosystems, capacity
platforms, and governance architectures. Collectively, its four
recommendations establish a comprehensive global foundation that
strengthens cooperation across G20 innovation systems, enhances digital
and policy interoperability, and institutionalises long-term collaborative
learning.

The central intent of the taskforce is to transform the G20's startup and
innovation ecosystem from a collection of country-specific initiatives into
an integrated transnational innovation alliance. This is achieved through
four pillars of action: ecosystem connectivity, capacity development,
finance mobilisation, and governance institutionalisation. Together, these
generate the basis for creating a sustainable and inclusive foundation for
digital entrepreneurship transformation.

Key Deliverables (2025-2030)

1. Global Ecosystem Connectivity (Recommendation 1: Global
Ecosystem Exchange, GEX): Creation of an interoperable digital
platform linking G20 innovation and trade networks, driving 1,000
institutional partnerships and 3,000 collaboration projects by 2030.
This enables cross-pollination of ideas, investment brokerage, and
digital market access for emerging entrepreneurs.

2. Capacity and Inclusion Architecture (Recommendation 2: Global
Entrepreneurial Learning Alliance, GELA): Establishment of a G20-
wide knowledge and entrepreneurial learning system that formalises
skills transfer through standardised, peer-driven training modules. By
2030, over 100,000 startups and innovation centres will be reached
through shared capacity frameworks managed by UNDP and
Commonwealth partners.

3. Investment and Acceleration Mechanism (Recommendation 3:
Global Innovation Investment and Acceleration Platform, GIIAP):
Operationalisation of a blended finance and co-investment
framework mobilising USD 15 billion in innovation capital by 2030,

12
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focusing on green, digital, and inclusive startups. This platform
strengthens alignment between G20 Finance and Innovation tracks
while facilitating scalable co-funding across private investors and
development financiers.

4. Governance and Knowledge Architecture (Recommendation 4:
Global Knowledge and Alliance Governance Architecture, GKAGA):
Institutionalisation of harmonised governance, monitoring, and
learning systems across all startup alliances. By 2030, this
architecture enables full data transparency, interoperability, and
accountability for G20-funded programs, representing a shift from
administrative coordination to measurable policy coherence.

Monitoring Dimensions and Evaluation Pathways

Strategic Dimension Monitoring Focus Outcome Area Primary Tracking
Institution
Connectivity and Tracking partnership Functional global Foundation & Alliance
Collaboration creation, cross-border startup network Taskforce; OECD;
project facilitation, integration World Bank
and interoperability of
GEX systems
Capacity Monitoring training  Strengthened UNDP; G20 Skills
Development uptake, learning entrepreneurial Working Group
outcomes, and knowledge base in
inclusion rates in emerging
digital literacy ecosystems
programmes
Investment Assessing co- Expanding accessto G20 Finance Track;
Mobilisation financing flows, innovation funding IFC; B20 Networks
private sector across G20
participation, and ecosystems
blended finance
leverage
Governance and Evaluating data Institutionalised data- AUDA-NEPAD; G20
Transparency integrity, based policy learning |Data Council; UN
performance across taskforces DESA

dashboards, and
global learning
feedback loops

13
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Cross-Pillar Linkages
The Foundation and Alliance M&E framework reinforces structural
cohesion across all Startup20 taskforces:

e Finance and Investment Linkages: Ensures that governance,
financing, and innovation acceleration initiatives operate through
shared standards under the Global Innovation Investment
Platform.

e Trade and Market Access Alignment: Supports cross-border
ecosystem integration and mutual recognition of startups
through GEX's harmonised interoperability frameworks.

e Inclusion and Sustainability Connectivity: Embeds inclusive
capacity-building and gender-access indicators within the GELA
and GKAGA frameworks to ensure equitable participation.

e Township and Rural Entrepreneurship Integration: Facilitates
shared learning between global alliances and local
entrepreneurial ecosystems to mainstream innovation in
underserved economies.

Policy Evaluation Model
The Foundation and Alliance evaluation approach adopts a three-tier
results system encompassing:
1. Activity Metrics: measuring project coordination,
institutional participation, and platform rollout.
2. Outcome Indicators: assessing governance maturity, global
alignment, and learning adoption rates.
3. Impact Scores: benchmarking long-term partnership
sustainability and innovation-driven growth outcomes.

Periodic reviews will consolidate all alliance performance dashboards
under the Global Alliance Performance Portal (GAPP), managed jointly
by the G20 Data Council and the SU20 Secretariat. Annual scorecards will
be produced to assess cross-alliance maturity, financial absorption
efficiency, and innovation diffusion rates.

Outcome Objective (2030)

By 2030, the Foundation and Alliance Taskforce will have consolidated the
G20's global innovation ecosystem into an evidence-based,
interoperable, and sustainable governance network. It will have
institutionalised standards, mobilised catalytic finance, and embedded a

14
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permanent digital alliance architecture that anchors inclusive, knowledge-
driven startup growth across all member and partner nations.

This integrated results framework positions the taskforce as the
coordinating engine of cooperation, transforming the Startup20
mandate from policy dialogue into an enduring, data-driven infrastructure
for global innovation.

4. Inclusion And Sustainability Taskforce: Policy Monitoring and
Evaluation Synthesis Overview

STRATEGIC VISION

The overarching goal is to accelerate inclusive, sustainable, and climate-
smart enterprise development by embedding environmental integrity,
social equity, and responsible governance across South Africa's MSME
ecosystem and global startup networks by 2030.

Collectively, the three recommendations establish a coherent structure
that operationalizes three strategic pillars:
1. Green Finance Mobilization and Inclusive Capital Access
2. Responsible Investment through ESG Integration and EASD
3. Digital Public Infrastructure for Equitable Service Delivery
and Accountability

Summary of Recommendations and KPIs

Recommendation Core Objective Lead Institution 2030 Target
Highlights

Recommendation1 Catalyse Green DBSA, DSBD, National R5 billion in green
Finance for MSMEs & Treasury finance mobilized;
Marginalised 50,000 MSMEs
Enterprises through accessing green
dedicated green loans; 50%
impact funds, credit beneficiaries from
guarantee schemes, women, youth, and
and tax incentives PWD groups; 70%

ESG compliance

Startup20is a G20 Engagement Group supported by the Department of Small Business 15
Development and the Department of Science, Technology and Innovation.
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Recommendation 2

Recommendation 3

Promote Responsible National Treasury,
Investment through [FSCA, DHET

ESG Integration by

developing ESG-

readiness tools,

integrating EASD into

entrepreneurship

training, and

mobilizing impact

investors

Leverage Digital DCDT, National
Public Infrastructure Treasury, COGTA
for Sustainable and

Inclusive Service

Delivery & Green and

Inclusive Fiscal

Incentives through

climate-smart digital

IDs, mobile green

subsidies, and

municipal

procurement

mandates

Key Deliverables (2025-2030)

1. Green Finance Mobilisation (Recommendation 1):

l\ 1
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80% institutional
investors integrating
ESG; USD 85 billion in
ESG-screened assets;
100% public entities
publishing assured
ESG disclosures;
60,000 learners
completing
sustainability
entrepreneurship
modules

100% DPIl-enabled
service delivery; 60%
of fiscal incentives
aligned with green
objectives; USD 5
billion in public-
private partnerships;
All 257 municipalities
using DPI

e Establishment of a fully capitalized Green Impact Fund for
Inclusion by 2026, deploying USD 138 million to 3,000 MSMEs by

2030

e Launch of Green Credit Guarantee Scheme issuing 15,000
guarantees to low-income entrepreneurs by 2030

e Implementation of enhanced R&D tax deductions (150%) and
accelerated depreciation for green assets, supporting 5,000
MSMEs by 2030

2. ESG Integration and Responsible Investment (Recommendation 2):

e Deployment of National MSME ESG Readiness Toolkit across all

provinces, training 12,000 MSMEs by 2030

e Integration of EASD into 150 entrepreneurship and accelerator
programmes, reaching 60,000 learners by 2030

Development and the Department of Science, Technology and Innovation.

Startup20is a G20 Engagement Group supported by the Department of Small Business
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Mobilization of USD 3 billion in impact investment through ESG-
aligned VCs, supporting 500 high-impact ventures by 2030

3. Digital Infrastructure and Inclusive Incentives (Recommendation 3):

Establishment of Climate-Smart Digital ID and Registry covering
2 million MSMEs and households by 2030

Digitization of green subsidy delivery via mobile and blockchain
platforms, reaching 100,000 beneficiaries by 2030

Municipal Green Procurement Mandates ensuring 20% of
procurement budgets (by 2030) allocated to certified sustainable
MSMEs

Cross-Pillar Outcomes And Measurement

By 2030, the implementation of the Inclusion and Sustainability
Framework aims to achieve:

Financial Inclusion: R5 billion in green finance mobilized; 50,000
MSMEs accessing affordable green capital; 50% from women,
youth, and disability-led enterprises

ESG Maturity: 80% of institutional investors integrating ESG
criteria; 70% of MSMEs meeting ESG compliance standards; 100%
assured ESG disclosures by public entities

Digital Transformation: 100% of public services digitized through
interoperable DPI; 60% of fiscal incentives supporting
green/inclusive activities

Market Access: 20% of municipal procurement to certified
sustainable MSMEs; 80% ESG compliance rate in MSME supply
chains

Education and Capacity: 60,000 learners completing EdASD-
integrated entrepreneurship training; 8,000 educators trained in
sustainability methodologies

Accountability and Transparency: Real-time digital dashboards
tracking all KPIs with gender-, youth-, disability-, and region-
disaggregated data; annual independent evaluations

Startup20is a G20 Engagement Group supported by the Department of Small Business
Development and the Department of Science, Technology and Innovation.
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Strategic Alignment With G20 Priorities

The recommendations advance key G20 objectives:

e Climate Action and Just Transition: Mobilizing catalytic green
finance, deploying digital infrastructure for transparent carbon
tracking, and embedding sustainability in entrepreneurship
education

e Inclusive Growth: Prioritizing women, youth, persons with
disabilities, and rural entrepreneurs across all financial
instruments, training programs, and procurement mandates

e Digital Economy Governance: Establishing secure, inclusive
Digital Public Infrastructure for service delivery, subsidy
distribution, and ESG data transparency

e Responsible Investment: Mainstreaming ESG standards, impact
measurement, and responsible capital allocation across venture
capital and institutional investment

e Capacity Building: Integrating EJSD into national education
strategies, entrepreneurship curricula, and accelerator programs
to cultivate purpose-driven business leaders

Implementation Architecture

e Lead Coordination: Department of Small Business Development
(DSBD), National Treasury, Department of Communications and
Digital Technologies (DCDT)

e Technical Support: DBSA, SEFA, FSCA, SITA, CSIR, DPME

e Partner Mechanisms: UN Global Compact South Africa, UNESCO,
UNDP, AUDA-NEPAD, B20, impact investment networks

e Review Structures: Annual "State of Inclusion and Sustainability"
reports with verified performance indicators; biannual
stakeholder reviews; independent evaluations every three years

The Inclusion and Sustainability framework is positioned as the foundation
of South Africa's just transition agenda, weaving together green finance,
responsible investment, digital inclusion, and education to deliver
measurable climate and social outcomes by 2030.

5. Finance And Investment Taskforce: Policy Monitoring and
Evaluation Synthesis Overview

18
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The overarching goal is to democratize capital access, restructure global
financial systems, and close the USD 1.7 trillion MSME funding gap by
unlocking innovative financing instruments, modernizing regulatory
architectures, and embedding equitable allocation mandates across G20

startup and MSME ecosystems by 2030.

Collectively, the four recommendations establish a coherent structure

that operationalizes four strategic pillars:

INNOENIES

Summary Of Recommendations And KPIs

Recommendation Core Objective Lead Institution

Recommendation1 |Launch Global Tax National Treasuries,
Incentive Framework IMF, OECD
(GSIP) to unlock early-
stage capital through
harmonized,
outcomes-linked tax
incentives, blended
finance vehicles, and
digital impact
tracking dashboards
Recommendation 2 |Leverage Tokenized World Bank, Central
Assets and Banks, AfDB
Community-Based
Finance for SME and
Rural Development
through legal
frameworks,
regulatory sandboxes,
and digitization of
community finance
models
Recommendation 3 Establish Global World Bank, DFls,
Startup Economy SU20

Diversified Capital Instruments and Blended Finance Innovation
Regulatory Modernization and Cross-Border Financial Integration
ESG-Aligned Impact Investment and Inclusive Allocation

Digital Enablement and Platform-Based Market Access

2030 Target
Highlights

3:1 cost-benefit
multiplier; 75% of
startups benefiting
from tax-linked
finance; 60% capital
reaching rural
enterprises; 100%
digital reporting
adoption

1,000 SMEs using
tokenized assets; 10%
agriculture-linked
products tokenized;
10 regulatory
sandboxes
established; 25% rural
adults in formalized
SACCOs; 5,000
digitized community
groups

40% startups
accessing early-stage

Startup20is a G20 Engagement Group supported by the Department of Small Business
Development and the Department of Science, Technology and Innovation.
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Fund (GSEF) finance; 30% women-
deploying blended led ventures funded,;
catalytic capital with 1.5 million jobs
DFI de-risking, 30% created; 3:1 private
gender parity capital leverage ratio;
mandates, and ESG 15 participating
implementation countries
frameworks

Recommendation 4 Deploy SME OECD, UNDP, SU20  95% G20 startup
Digitalisation and policy adoption; 75%
Platform compliance relief
Interventions through uptake; 15 cross-
startup success border recognition
guidelines, digital agreements; 50%
enablement tools, inclusion benchmark
inclusion achievement; 20
benchmarks, and operational policy
policy innovation labs innovation labs

Key Deliverables (2025-2030)

1. Global Tax Incentive Framework (Recommendation 1):

e Launch G20 Startup Investment Framework adopted by 20
countries by 2030, mobilizing USD 150 billion in co-investment
capital

e Establish 20 blended finance vehicles deploying USD 120 billion to
underserved markets with 40% allocation to women/youth/rural
enterprises

e Deploy digital impact tracking dashboards in 20 G20 countries
monitoring 100,000+ MSMEs with real-time ESG and employment
data

2. Tokenized Assets and Community Finance (Recommendation 2):

e Implement 10 regulatory sandboxes piloting 150 tokenized
community finance projects with full legal recognition
frameworks

e Digitize 5,000 community-based finance groups (SACCOs,
ROSCAs, VSLAs) connecting 300 million rural entrepreneurs to
digital financial services

e Achieve 10% tokenization of agriculture-linked financial products
unlocking USD 5 billion in previously illiquid rural assets
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3. Global Startup Economy Fund (Recommendation 3):

e Capitalize GSEF deploying USD 10 billion through 15 participating
countries supporting 20 startups per continent minimum

e Mandate 30% gender parity across all DFI/VC/fund-of-funds
portfolios with 35% allocation to women/youth/underserved
groups

e Mobilize 3.1 private investment leverage through de-risking
mechanisms creating 1.5 million cumulative jobs

4. SME Digitalisation Platforms (Recommendation 4):

e Achieve 95% G20 adoption of harmonized startup policy
guidelines with 75% compliance relief program uptake

e Deploy digital enablement starter kits to 60% of registered SMEs
with zero-rated telecom access via national DPI integration

e Establish 50 policy innovation labs piloting 100 regulatory
experiments with 60% adoption rate across two or more
countries

Cross-Pillar Outcomes and Measurement

By 2030, the implementation of the Finance and Investment Framework
aims to achieve:

e Capital Mobilization: USD 150 billion in blended public-private co-
investment; 3.1 cost-benefit tax incentive multiplier; 40% of
startups accessing early-stage finance

¢ Inclusion and Equity: 30% women-led ventures funded; 60%
capital reaching rural/secondary city enterprises; 50% SMEs
meeting inclusion benchmarks

e Regulatory Modernization: 20 countries with aligned
tax/investment frameworks; 10 tokenization sandboxes
operational; 15 cross-border mutual recognition agreements

e Digital Transformation: 100% G20 digital impact dashboard
deployment; 60% SMEs using verified digital tools; 80% DPI-
enabled platform access

e Impact and Job Creation: 1.5 million cumulative jobs created;
40% funded startups reporting climate/ESG impact; 100% ESG-
linked investment criteria adoption
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Accountability and Transparency: Real-time digital tracking of
fund flows with gender/youth/regional disaggregation; quarterly
impact reports accessible to all stakeholders; independent third-
party ESG audits for 80% of funded entities

Strategic Alignment with G20 Priorities

The recommendations advance key G20 objectives:

Inclusive Growth and Job Creation: Closing the USD 1.7 trillion
MSME funding gap, prioritizing women, youth, rural, and informal
sector entrepreneurs across all capital instruments and policy
frameworks

Financial System Modernization: Harmonizing tax incentives,
scaling blended finance, piloting tokenized assets, and enabling
regulatory sandboxes to reduce friction costs and accelerate
capital deployment

Digital Economy Governance: Establishing real-time impact
dashboards, zero-rated SME platform access, interoperable digital
identity systems, and cross-border regulatory passports for
fintech innovation

Sustainable Development and ESG Integration: Embedding
ESG criteria across all investment portfolios, mandating climate
impact reporting, deploying OpenESG digital token systems, and
linking tax relief to verified sustainability outcomes

Cross-Border Collaboration: Implementing mutual recognition
agreements, harmonizing startup policies across 20 G20
countries, and establishing global knowledge hubs for best-
practice sharing

Implementation Architecture

Lead Coordination: National Treasuries, Development Finance
Institutions (DFIs), G20 Finance Track Secretariat, SU20 Taskforce
Secretariat

Technical Support: IMF, OECD, World Bank, IFC, African
Development Bank, Central Banks, Financial Sector Conduct
Authorities

Regulatory Bodies: Securities regulators, tax authorities, fintech
sandboxes, cross-border policy harmonization working groups

Startup20is a G20 Engagement Group supported by the Department of Small Business
Development and the Department of Science, Technology and Innovation.
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¢ Partner Mechanisms: Venture capital associations, startup
ecosystem hubs, telecom operators, digital public infrastructure
platforms, community finance networks (SACCO federations)

e Review Structures: Annual "State of Startup Finance" reports
with verified KPI performance; quarterly digital dashboard
updates with real-time fund flow and impact tracking;
independent ESG audits and gender parity assessments every
two years; policy innovation lab peer reviews and cross-country
adoption monitoring

The Finance and Investment framework is positioned as the catalytic
engine of inclusive entrepreneurship financing, harmonizing tax policy,
blended capital, tokenized innovation, and digital platforms to unlock a
trillion-dollar wave of innovation, jobs, and economic justice across G20
economies by 2030.
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